
Obstructions


Sometimes it may not be apparently clear whether the obstruction you encounter is 
movable or not. In the case of paths, distance marker stakes etc, check the local rules on 
the score card or notice board.
Machinery on the golf course is usually movable if there is a member of staff readily 
available to move it. Occasionally, this might not be 
the case. Therefore, the obstruction may be a 
temporary immovable obstruction. 
An obstruction is movable if can be easily moved, 
without unreasonable effort, without causing 
damage and without undue delay. 
If  obstruction cannot be moved to take relief, move 
the ball in taking relief.
• Mark the position of the ball
• Determine the nearest point of relief
• To do this, you should simulate the intended stroke with the club you intend to play the 

shot with
• Mark this point
• Measure one club length from the nearest point of relief, using any club in your bag, 

minus it's head cover!
• The ball can roll up to two further club lengths as long as it first strikes the course within 

the permitted one club length
• The nearest point of relief is not the nicest point of relief, it may put you in a more 

unfavourable position. It is the obstruction you are taking relief from, not any bushes or 
trees etc

• Neither the nearest point of relief nor the new position of the ball should be nearer the 
hole

• You must take complete relief, so if for example you were taking relief from a path, you 
can't have one foot still on the path in order to avoid the adjacent bushes

Remember, don't just take my word for it, always consult your rule book.
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